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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Modern Language Association of America. 



The Fourth Annual Convention of The Modern Language 
Association of America, was held in Hopkins Hall of the 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, on December 28, 29 and 
30, 1886. On Monday, December 27th, many of the delegates 
arrived in the city and met in the evening, in response to a cordial 
invitation, at President Gilman's house, where they had the 
pleasure of making the acquaintance of a few invited guests 
from Baltimore, of meeting the resident members of the 
Association and of becoming better known to one another. On 
December 28th, at 8.15 p. m., the President of the Association, 
Franklin Carter, (Williams College), called the meeting to order 
and expressed his gratification at being able to present, as the 
first speaker, a champion of higher educational interests, 
President Daniel C. Oilman, of the Johns Hopkins University. 
Mr. Gilman then gave a short address of welcome in which he 
said : 

" It is a source of gratification to us to be honored by the presence 
of this congress of students of modern languages. We have watched 
the proceedings of the young organization with increasing interest. 
You come to Baltimore at a very interesting period of its development. 
In the last few years, we have had many foundations laid in Baltimore 
of an educational character. The Peabody Institute, with its library 
of 80,000 or 90,000 volumes and its provision for public lectures, is of 
interest and use to students. The Johns Hopkins is a double founda- 
tion. The hospital, with its wards and various buildings, is for the 
relief of suffering, and in the university it is designed that young men 
may devote themselves to the study of science, language and other 
branches. The Pratt Free Library has been established in the last 
year, and all these institutions are working together towards the 
common end. We have made no great expenditure in erecting hand- 
some buildings, but it is likely that at an early day it will be necessary 
to erect other buildings in the immediate neighborhood. The nar- 
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rowness of our situation has proved of great benefit in bringing our 
books directly into the hands of the students. We hope that you will 
recognize here a sincere desire to benefit the country in education, 
and not to build up a mere local institution. You can hardily go to 
any college without finding instruction in French and German, and it 
is generally accepted in most institutions that an educated man must 
read French and German to keep up with the culture of the world. 
The literature of modern languages is also becoming of importance, 
and I hope that the study of the languages will not supersede the 
study of the literatures. You have entered into the line of support- 
ing publications recording the work of your association, and I con- 
gratulate you upon having published during the year the first volume 
of your transactions. I think the enthusiasm displayed by this asso- 
ciation in the pursuit of knowledge promises well for its future. We 
must have gatherings of those interested in culture, and if science is 
to go forward in this country, these gatherings must be sustained. 
There is a very common feeling that the meetings are uninteresting, 
and after long attendance upon many conventions I have come to the 
conclusion that what is wanting is discussion and sociability, and I 
hope that your meeting in Baltimore will result in the formation of 
friendships which will endure." 

After this, President Carter made an interesting and lengthy 
address on the 'Study of Modern Languages in our Higher 
Institutions.'* 

After the addresses, the audience repaired to the Library over 
Hopkins Hall, where refreshments were served and an oppor- 
tunity was given for making the personal acquaintance of the 
President of the Association and for further social intercourse. 

At the opening of the Second Session, on December 29th, at 
9.30 a. m., the Secretary, Professor A. M. Elliott (Johns Hop- 
kins University) read a brief report of the proceedings of the 
Third Annual Convention held at Boston University, Boston, 
on December 29th and 30th, 1885, and, after the report was 
accepted, he made some remarks on the publications of the 
Association during the past year. The Proceedings had 
been issued as heretofore and, in addition to this, there had been 
published a volume of 252 pages of Transactions, containing 
all the principal papers read at the meetings held in New York 
and Boston in 1884 and 1885 respectively. The necessity of 
The Modern Language Series, of which three numbers 
were reported at the last convention, had been supplied in part 
by the publication of Modern Language Notes, a private 
enterprise that had naturally developed out of the rapidly grow- 

*Cf. "Transactions'* in this volume, pp. 3-21, where the paper is given in full. 
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ing interests of the Association. For this Series, however, 
number 4 had been promised and was already in preparation 
for the press. 

The Treasurer's report was next in order and the following 
committee was named to audit it: Professors F. M. Page 
(University of the South) and A. Lodeman (Ypsilanti, Mich.). 

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Cash on hand January 1, 1886 $116.45 

Receipts for 1886 616.33 

Total $732-78 

Expenditures 560.96 

Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1887 $171.82 

Committees were then appointed : 1st, to suggest names of 
officers for the Association during the ensuing year — Professor 
E. S. Joynes (South Carolina College) Chairman ; 2d, to draw 
up greetings for the Verband der deutschen Neuphilo- 
logischen Lehrerschaft at its second conference to be held 
in Frankfort on May 31st and June 1st, 1887 — Professor W. T. 
Hewett, (Cornell University) Chairman. Committees were 
requested to report at the opening of the last meeting of the 
Association, December 30th. 

A telegram expressive of the sympathy and cordial interest 
of the Modern Language Association of America was 
then sent to the Modern Language Association of Canada, 
organizing and holding its first session at this time in University 
College, Toronto. After adopting the thirty minute rule for the 
reading of papers, ten minutes for the opening remarks, and 
five minutes for subsequent discussion, in each case, the Conven- 
tion proceeded to the regular communications to be presented 
and Dr. James W. Bright, (Johns Hopkins University) opened 
the series by giving 

1. "A general survey of the year's publications in the 
Department of Modern Languages." 

In his introduction, Dr. Bright sketched the history and 
significance of the practice observed by the London Philological 



